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Rear Admiral David R. Ellison  
Superintendent, Naval Postgraduate School 
 
 
Rear Admiral Ellison hails from Weymouth, Massachusetts where he graduated from Weymouth 
High School in 1965. In 1966, he entered the U.S. Naval Academy and graduated in 1970 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree and a Commission as Ensign in the U.S. Navy. Rear Admiral Ellison’s 
Navy operational, educational and staff experiences are extensive.  
Rear Admiral Ellison’s operational experience is significant. He was Combat Systems Officer in USS 
Virginia (CGN 38) during the Iranian Hostage Crisis in the early Eighties. During Cold War tensions 
with the Soviet Union, he operated in the Mediterranean as Executive Officer in USS VOGE (FF-
1047). As Commanding Officer in USS KIDD (DDG-993), he deployed to the Arabian Gulf in Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm. Serving as Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans on the staff of 
Commander, Cruiser Destroyer Group Eight, and as Commanding Officer in USS YORKTOWN (CG-
48), he operated in the Mediterranean supporting Joint/Coalition efforts during Adriatic Hostilities. 
Upon selection to Flag rank in 1997, he was assigned as Commander, South Atlantic Force, where 
he commanded Task Force 138 until December 1998. In March 1999, he assumed duties as 
Commander, Western Hemisphere Group.  Rear Admiral Ellison became the twenty-second 
Superintendent, Naval Postgraduate School in September 2000. 
Rear Admiral Ellison's educational experiences are diverse. From 1973-1976, he served as an 
Assistant Professor at the U.S. Naval Academy and earned a Master of Science degree at the 
George Washington University. In 1984, he completed a Ph.D. in Business Administration at the 
Pennsylvania State University. After completing the Senior Officials in National Security program at 
Harvard University in 1990, he was assigned to the staff of the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) 
Executive Panel. During the 1995-1996 academic year, he was a Fellow on the CNO Strategic 
Studies Group at the Naval War College. 
Rear Admiral Ellison's Joint and Washington staff assignments are varied. He has had tours as: 
Manpower, Personnel, Training Analyst on the staff of the CNO (N81); Senior Military Assistant to 
the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel); Land Attack Warfare 
Branch Head on the staff of the CNO (N86); and Executive Assistant to the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations. 
Rear Admiral Ellison's personal awards include: the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit (four awards), the Bronze Star w/Combat "V", the Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), 
the Navy Commendation Medal, the Navy Achievement Medal, and the Coast Guard Achievement 
Medal. In addition to these personal awards, Rear Admiral Ellison has earned several service 
awards, including the Combat Action Ribbon. 
  
 
